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Final Declaration of European Forum for the Discussion of Culture

European Forum for the Discussion of Culture was held on 6 – 8 April, 2006 in the premises of the Senate of the Czech Republic under the auspices of Mr. Přemysl Sobotka, the Chairman of the Senate, Mr. Vítězslav Jandák, the Minister of Culture and the Czech Committee for UNESCO in the name of the following topic: “The Role of Culture in the Modern Society of the 21st Century, and Cultural Capital”. The forum was an opportunity for reminder of two anniversaries – 100 years from the foundation of Association for Enlightenment and 10 years from the establishment of the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic. The participants from eight European countries (Slovakia, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary, Austria, Estonia, Romania and the Czech Republic) represented by their leading historians, culturologists, sociologists, the representatives of cultural institutions, foundations and other cultural subjects operating in the sphere of non-governmental organizations and non-profit sphere have reached the following conclusions:

1. the notion of “cultural capital” characterizes a significant part of person’s resources for his/her position in the social field. The forum states that this notion is a phrase with meaningful content,

2. cultural capital is equally important as economic capital because it represents an indispensable spiritual dimension of mature society, the economic capital should therefore encourage the growth of cultural capital which is accord with two agreements´ UNESCO: Convention about conservation cultural versatility and Convention about conservation incorporeal cultural heritage. 
3. cultural capital plays a decisive contribution role in the formation of socio - cultural potential of places and regions, cultural capital is also source of their economical profit above all in areas that are close to economy considerate to surroundings, social environment and development human resources.
4. permanent public support for the research of cultural capital in its complexity should be an obvious matter in mature society

5. one of the sources of cultural capital is a conceptual and purposeful education system, both at school and also in after school leisure activities particularly at the level of towns and villages,

6. another significant source of cultural capital are free-time cultural activities developing creativity, making the communication easier and increasing the social competences of a personality, promoting communication bonds and social cohesion. These activities cannot be performed without notable assistance of both state and public administration.

EDF strongly believes that it is in the interest of society, state and higher administrative units in every developed country to advance cultural capital since it has direct influence not only on morality but also on economics. Therefore EDF appeals to the members of legislature to discuss the legislative, economical and others instruments needful for expansion cultural capital. 
Prague, 8 April, 2006

